Western blots from sodium dodecyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gels stained by metal salts.
Proteins separated by sodium dodecyl sulfate-gel electrophoresis can be stained in 5 min with zinc or copper chloride. We here report that these stained but unfixed gels can be electrophoretically transferred to nitrocellulose filters and probed immunologically with the same efficiency and sensitivity as unstained gels. In this way, an immunologically defined polypeptide can be identified with a specific stained protein band on a single gel.